Sermon for January 12, 2025 Back Roads Church

Series: FOUNDATIONS for LIFE
Text: Joshua 1:8; Genesis 1; Psalm 8, 139, 119; Ephesians 3; John 3:16
Title: “Knowing My Creator”

Introduction: WELCOME, BACK ROADS CHURCH! Glad you’re with us TODAY as we
KICK OFF a NEW SERIES ... “FOUNDATIONS for LIFE”!

Here’s the deal ... as we START a NEW YEAR / QUARTER CENTURY, I want to
PUSH MYSELF and US to Spend MORE TIME in our BIBLES. WHY? BECAUSE ... IF we
our ETERNITY DEPENDS on GOD, we NEED to get CLOSE to GOD! IF we’re going to
GROW CLOSER to GOD THIS YEAR / Get STRONGER in FAITH to HANDLE whatever
COMES / be SUCCESSFUL in THIS LIFE ... it will NOT HAPPEN without a SOLID
FOUNDATION in GOD’S WORD. We need to READ / STUDY / HEAR God’s WORD!

Now, LAST WEEK, we talked about THIS YEAR being a YEAR of LOVE (60s
psychedelic). WHY? BECAUSE GOD is LOVE. The WORD WAS GOD / IS GOD / ALL was
CREATED through THE WORD / WORD BECAME FLESH ... and GOD is LOVE.

To KNOW / UNDERSTAND GOD’S LOVE, we need TIME in GOD’S WORD!

This SERIES, we are STARTING at the BEGINNING ... LAW of MOSES ...
PENTETEUCH ... first FIVE BOOKS of the BIBLE (Gen / Ex / Lev / Num / Deut).

JOSHUA reminds us WHY to SPEND TIME in our BIBLES ... JOSHUA 1:8 = Study
this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to
obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.

HOW MANY of YOU would like to PROSPER and SUCCEED in ALL you DO?

GREAT! Our CREATOR just TOLD us HOW! WHEN we spend TIME in GOD’S
WORD, it CORRECTS / DIRECTS / GUIDES ... it is our INSTRUCTION MANUAL about
our PURPOSE for EXISTING! BUT ...

WE have a PROBLEM. MOST Americans do NOT ENGAGE THE BIBLE! Most do
NOT KNOW what it ACTUALLY SAYS! Studies show approximately 87% of Americans
OWN a BIBLE / 53% of Americans have READ LITTLE or NONE of IT. 10% have NEVER
READ ANY. And ... ONLY 10% READ it DAILY and that is a HIGH ESTIMATE!

MY PLAN for 2025 is to READ STRAIGHT THROUGH the BIBLE ... GEN to REV.
IN your NEXT STEPS you SEE that 'm CHALLENGING that you READ “MORE” ... you get
to DEFINE “MORE” ... MORE than LAST YEAR. MORE DAYS of the YEAR / WEEK.
MORE than EVER. MORE that COINCIDES with our SERMONS. Just, MORE.

Here’s a SUGGESTION: There is POWER in FOUR / 4. IF you READ from your
BIBLE “MORE” than HALF the DAYS of the WEEK, LIFE is BETTER / PROSPER /
SUCCESS. The POWER OF FOUR! IF you MISS a DAY, do NOT QUIT! EVERY
MINUTE we SPEND in our BIBLES is BETTER than NOT! MARK that NEXT STEP!

OKAY ... let’s START at the BEGINNING ... Memory Verse ... GENESIS 1:1 = In
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Listen, this is NOT just the FIRST VERSE, but it’s one of the MOST IMPORTANT
VERSES in The BIBLE. BECAUSE, IF this VERSE is TRUE, it IMPACTS EVERYTHING!

IF, in the beginning, GOD CREATED, it CHANGES WHY YOU EXIST ... HOW you
understand WHO you ARE / Your WORTH / Your PURPOSE / THIS LIFE / ETERNAL LIFE
... this VERSE IMPACTS your ENTIRE WORLDVIEW and EVERYTHING about YOU!



In this series, every week, we’re going to give a LIFE FOUNDATION PRINCIPLE ...
for TODAY ... Life Foundation: God is my CREATOR.
Say it WITH ME ... “GOD IS MY CREATOR” ... tell your NEIGHBOR ... “GOD IS

MY CREATOR.” WHEN we BEGIN with THIS PRINCIPLE as a FOUNDATION
for LIFE, it CHANGES EVERYTHING!
IN your NOTES ... Four Truths: If God is My Creator ... WHEN | ADMIT that

GOD is MY CREATOR, FOUR THINGS HAPPEN ...
#1 =1 UNDERSTAND That My Life is Not an ACCIDENT

PLEASE KNOW that you are NOT an ACCIDENT! There are TWO CONTRASTING
ways to VIEW your EXISTENCE. ONE is that you are PART of a COSMIC ACCIDENT. Like,
YOU were NOT CREATED, but CAME into EXISTENCE through a SERIES of RANDOM,
UNEXPLAINABLE, Scientific PHENOMENON. THINK: IF YOU were NOT
CREATED, but were PART of an ACCIDENT, that MEANS, by DEFINITION, your LIFE has
NO INNATE MEANING. You have NO REAL PURPOSE. IF you are HERE by CHANCE,
then you have NO PURPOSE to DISCOVER in LIFE. You can MAKE UP your OWN
REASONING for YOUR LIFE.

IF you do NOT BELIEVE there’s a PERSONAL GOD who CREATED YOU for a
PURPOSE, it becomes DIFFICULT to FIND HOPE when LIFE is ROUGH. It’s EASY to
become OVERWHELMED by EMPTINESS. What’s the PURPOSE? MAYBE that is WHY
SEVERE DEPRESSION continues to RISE. MAYBE that’s WHY there’s been a STEEP
RISE in SUICIDE over the past few DECADES ... ESPECIALLY amongst YOUNG PEOPLE.
136 people commit SUICIDE every DAY in AMERICA ... approximately every 11 MINUTES.

MAYBE we need to BELIEVE we are CREATED as we’re TAUGHT. Almighty GOD
CREATED ... and THEN ... GENESIS 1:31a = Then God looked over all he had made, and
he saw that it was very good!

You know, we BELIEVE a LOT of THINGS and we have NO IDEA WHY. We have
NO IDEA what our BELIEFS are BASED ON. Let me ENCOURAGE you to BELIEVE
GOD’S WORD! CLING to the FACT that GOD CREATED YOU and SAW that it was
VERY GOOD when everyone around you says you are INSIGNIFICANT, or an ACCIDENT
and that your LIFE does NOT MATTER. CREATION DENOTES INTENTIONALITY!

Like, EVERY BIT of YOU was CREATED by ALMIGHTY GOD ...
INTENTIONALLY! Listen as the PSALMIST REFLECTS BACK to Genesis 1:1 ...
PSALM 139:13-17 = You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me
together in my mother’s womb. 14Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!
Your workmanship is marvelous—how well | know it. 15You watched me as | was being
formed in utter seclusion, as | was woven together in the dark of the womb. 16You saw
me before | was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment
was laid out before a single day had passed. 17How precious are your thoughts about
me, O God. They cannot be numbered!

GOD THOUGHT DEEPLY about YOU and CONTINUES to THINK about YOU! God
DESIGNED YOQOU to be ONE of a KIND! Now, because of the CONSTANT
INFLUENCE around US, this part is DIFFICULT ... because we’ve been TAUGHT to WISH
... “I WISH I was more ATTRACTIVE / THINNER / SMARTER / more TALENTED ...
SOMEONE ELSE.” IF we BELIEVE GOD, we need to STOP THAT! Almighty GOD
gets to SAY what is VERY GOOD ... and it’s YOU!




God CREATED YOU and ON PURPOSE, WITH PURPOSE! He THOUGHT about
WHO you would BE / HOW HE would USE YOU / HOW YOU would SERVE HIM ... you are
PRECIOUS to HIM! When we ADMIT THAT GOD CREATED US ... then ...

#2 = | SEE That My L.ife has GREAT SIGNIFICANCE

You are NOT an ACCIDENT. God CREATED YQU on PURPOSE, which MEANS you
have VALUE / WORTH / GREAT SIGNIFICANCE ... like, YOUR LIFE REALLY
MATTERS! You were DESIGNED BY GOD with a PURPOSE.

WHEN an ARTIST PAINTS, PART of them goes INTO that PAINTING. When an
AUTHOR WRITES, a PART of THEM goes INTO that BOOK. When a CHEF creates a
MEAL, they PUT their HEART INTO IT. SAME when GOD created YOU! His HEART went
INTO WHO HE CREATED ... you were NOT ONLY CREATED, but you were CREATED in
your CREATORS IMAGE! GENESIS 1:27 = So God created human beings in his own
image. In the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.

This MEANS we can CONNECT with GOD ina WAY NO OTHER PART of
CREATION CAN ... it’s PERSONAL between US and GOD. Listen, being CREATED in
the IMAGE of GOD is what MAKES US HUMAN! More on this next week, BUT the
TRUTH is that SIN has BROKEN GOD’S IMAGE in US. We are NOT WHO God CREATED
US to BE, but ALL of us STILL HAVE that DIVINE SPARK ... GOD IN US ... making us
BROKEN, but REPAIRABLE! And GOD says you are WORTH REPAIRING!

That IMAGE of GOD IN US is what makes our LIFE SIGNIFICANT! I'm NOT
PERFECT, but Il AM CREATED in God’s IMAGE ... The PSALMIST describes GOD’S VIEW
of US ... PSALM 8:3-5 = When | look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers—
the moon and the stars you set in place— 4what are mere mortals that you should think
about them, human beings that you should care for them? 5Yet you made them only a
little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor.

Have you EVER FELT INSIGNIFICANT? Maybe at your WORKPLACE / in your
FAMILY / even with your FRIENDS? Maybe you are feeling LONELY, and it makes you feel
INSIGNIFICANT. LISTEN ... The FACT that YOU were CREATED in GOD’S IMAGE
means YOU are SIGNIFICANT! You CARRY God’s IMAGE IN YOU and
Almighty GOD wants a PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP with YOU ... you have GREAT
SIGNIFICANCE! Once | REALIZE GOD CREATED and I’'m SIGNIFICANT ...
#3 =1 PURSUE God’s PURPOSE For My Life

Write that down. THEN, go BACK and CIRCLE “God’s” ... please. NOW, IF
something is CREATED, then it HAS a PURPOSE (repeat)! IF GOD CREATED YOU,
then HE CREATED YOU for a PURPOSE ... NOT to take up SPACE and OXYGEN.

THINK about a WATCHMAKER. A WATCHMAKER makes a WATCH for a
PURPOSE: to TELL TIME. Don’t MISS this ... the WATCH does NOT get to
DETERMINE its PURPOSE, does it? The WATCH could SAY, “I want to be
TRANSPORTATION like a CAR. THAT’S MY PURPOSE.” It can SAY that, but it does NOT
make it SO. The CREATOR / Watchmaker, CREATED the WATCH for the PURPOSE OF
TELLING TIME. The WATCH can SAY it’s PURPOSE is to WASH CLOTHES, but ...

GET IT? The CREATION does NOT determine its PURPOSE, the CREATOR DOES.
And OUR CREATOR has INSTILLED in US our PURPOSE. We can ARGUE IT and TRY to
do LIFE APART from our CREATOR’S PURPOSE ... “I’m going to DO what I WANT!” ...
but LIFE starts to FEEL MEANINGLESS. We END UP EMPTY. You can NOT FIND TRUE
MEANING APART from GOD.




Well, then, HOW do | DETERMINE my PURPOSE? The ONLY WAY to FIND
my PURPOSE is to GO BACK to MY CREATOR! Do you want to KNOW HOW that
WATCH WORKS? Check the MANUAL WRITTEN by the WATCHMAKER!

SAME with US ... PSALM 119:73 = You made me; you created me. Now give me
the sense to follow your commands. GUESS WHERE we FIND His COMMANDS? In
HIS INSTRUCTION MANUAL ... THE BIBLE! We MUST KNOW IT!

God CREATED YOU for a PURPOSE / SIGNIFICANCE / He has a PLAN ...
JEREMIAH 29:11 = For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans
for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. Now, THIS was WRITTEN
by JEREMIAH for the ISRAELITES in EXILE in BABYLON, but it also REVEALS the
ESSENCE of GOD. He LOVES US!

Sometimes WE THINK OUR PLAN is BEST. It’s NOT. GOD’S PURPOSE for your
LIFE is ALWAYS the BEST OUTCOME POSSIBLE for YOUR LIFE! Will we TRUST HIM
as our CREATOR who LOVES US?

I’'m EXCITED about US ALL ENGAGING God’s WORD ... MORE in 2025. Take
STEPS. Get in a GROWTH GROUP. Be in WORSHIP to HEAR God’s Word. READ your
BIBLE / DO DEVOTIONS. God’s WORD will REVEAL MORE to YOU about WHO you
ARE and WHAT you were CREATED FOR! PSALM 119:105 = Your word is a lamp to
guide my feet and a light for my path.

Allow GOD’S WORD to LIGHT your PATH in the COMING MONTHS... Finally...
#4 =1 CONNECT With My CREATOR

Listen, I'm NOT ASKING you to READ your BIBLE to KNOW MORE about the
BIBLE ...The PRIMARY PURPOSE of the BIBLE is to HELP you KNOW your CREATOR
and help you CONNECT with HIM in a PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP through JESUS.

The BIBLE is MUCH MORE than simply an INSTRUCTION MANUAL. It is
ACTUALLY a LOVE LETTER from YOUR CREATOR ... it’s to YOU! It tells the
STORY of how GOD LOST His CREATION to SIN and HOW that LOVING GOD DOES and
GIVES EVERYTHING to BRING His CREATION (That’s us!) BACK to HIM. EVEN IF
we’ve TURNED our BACKS on GOD or RUN from GOD, it TELLS of HOW GOD still
LOVES US and PURSUES US for an ETERNAL RELATIONSHIP.

Here’s how PAUL writes it ... EPHESIANS 3:11-12 = This was his eternal plan,
which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. 12Because of Christ and our faith in
him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence. CREATOR GOD
LOVED His BROKEN, SINFUL CREATION SO MUCH He SENT His SON to MODEL LIFE
for US and DIE in our PLACE / for our SIN. GOD wants DESPERATELY for US to PLACE
our FAITH in HIM, so HE can ADOPT us BACK into HIS FAMILY as CHILDREN of GOD!

We’re ALL CREATED by GOD and LOVED UNCONDITIONALLY by GOD, but we
are NOT ALL CHILDREN of GOD. That is OUR CHOICE. God WANTS to ADOPT you
into HIS FAMILY /wants YOU to BELIEVE in JESUS and PLACE your FAITH in HIM for
YOUR ETERNITY ... BUT that is UP to YOU!

JOHN 3:16 = “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.  WILL you
BELIEVE you are CREATED by GOD? Because that CHANGES EVERYTHING! But, IF we
do NOT make it PERSONAL and PLACE our FAITH in WHO HE IS, it does NOT MATTER.

IF you have NOT, please TAKE the STEP today. HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Let’s Pray!



Next Steps:  Memorize Genesis 1:1
Read Genesis 1 and/or Ephesians 3
| will read more in my Bible in 2025

Hosting (Closing)
HEY, it has been a GREAT DAY here at BMZ... Glad you've been here with us!
In a moment, we are going to RECEIVE the OFFERING so please take this time to
finish COMPLETING any information.
e Or NEXT STEPS on your CONNECTION CARD (FULLY FILLED OUT!!)
e AND when our ushers come around to RECEIVE our OFFERING
e You can drop that card in the offering basket.
IF you are a First-Time Guest with us today
e We are so glad you joined us ... And we have a GIFT for you.
It's this book “UNSHAKABLE” and it’s at the BACK TABLE / By the DOORS...

e all you need to do is HIT “SEND” your COMPLETED Connection Card
O

As our ushers GET READY to come forward

e | just want to remind you ... STEWARDSHIP is DISCIPLESHIP ... we RECEIVE an
OFFERING EVERY Sunday BECAUSE it's BIBLICAL ... AND it HELPS us GROW
in our FAITH!

e STEWARDSHIP VERSE ... PSALM 119:73 = You made me; you created me.
Now give me the sense to follow your commands.

e FIRST of our EARNINGS go back to the ONE who Blessed us in the first place!
That’'s why WE/I do Automated Giving! | get paid ... the TITHE comes OUT FIRST!

e God’s plan for BUILDING His Church was through TITHING and GIVING of the
FOLLOWERS ... Share the GOOD NEWS! To REFRESH OTHERS!

e As Developing Followers of Jesus Christ, WE need to KNOW what the BIBLE says
about GIVING ... NOT just what we THINK it should say.

e MONEY is a HEART ISSUE. And GOD wants what is BEST for your HEART!
Listen, if GOD LOVES US so much that HE is willing to GIVE UP His OWN SON
FOR US, WHY would GOD LEAD us ASTRAY in FINANCES?! USHERS ...

e Next Week: NEW SERIES ... LAY the FOUNDATION for 2025 ... and LIFE! We’ll
START at the BEGINNING!

“Truth without Grace is Fundamentalism (Brutality). Grace without Truth is Sentimentalism (Hypocrisy).”
Special thanks to Andy Stanley, Warren Wiersbe, Nelson Searcy, and R.A. Pegram for outlines and ideas for this worship series.



