Sermon for April 6, 2025 Back Roads Church

Series: “FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS”
For Message: Matthew 26:59-64; Philippians 2:3-8 (?), 4:6; Nehemiah 1:5-6
Message Title: “The Trial”

Introduction:  WELCOME to BACK ROADS CHURCH! Glad you’re with us today as
we CONTINUE a NEW WORSHIP SERIES called: “FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS”! 3-WEEK
SERIES ... The idea is we are FOLLOWING the FOOTSTEPS of JESUS on His PATH to the
CROSS as we RAMP UP to EASTER.

I WISH I could TAKE ALL of you to JERUSALEM with me and we could ACTUALLY
WALK the STEPS of JESUS DOWN the MT. of OLIVES ... to The UPPER ROOM ... to The
GARDEN of GETHSEMANE ... BACK into the CITY to CAIAPHAS’ HOUSE ... ANTIONIO
FORTRESS ... Ultimately, to GOLGATHA and The GARDEN TOMB. But, DURING
this SERIES, we will TAKE those STEPS through SCRIPTURE ... RETRACE JESUS’ steps to
the CROSS and LEARN MORE of JESUS in EACH MOMENT.

See, JESUS was having PASSOVER / LAST SUPPER with His DISCIPLES in the
UPPER ROOM around 6pm. By 9am He was HANGING on a CROSS. By 3pm, Jesus
BREATHED His LAST. It went QUICKLY, but we can LEARN that EACH MOMENT was
FILLED with MEANING ... EACH STEP along the WAY, The GARDEN, The TRIALS, and
The CROSS ... reveal CHARACTERISTICS of JESUS. CHARACTERISTICS that GROW /
Go DEEPER in our FAITH.

Last Week, the FIRST STOP on The PATH to THE CROSS is the NIGHT BEFORE
Jesus died. He GATHERED His 12 DISCIPLES in the UPPER ROOM in JERUSALEM for the
LAST SUPPER / PASSOVER MEAL. So much ... Jesus WASHED His DISCIPLES FEET,
initiated the FIRST COMMUNION / NEW COVENANT ... REVEALED His BETRAYER ...
GAVE a NEW / ULTIMATE COMMAND.

Then, Jesus and the ELEVEN LEFT the UPPER Room, CROSSED the KIDRON
VALLEY and HEADED to The GARDEN of GETHSEMANE. After Jesus PRAYED, ABBA —
take this CUP of SUFFERING FROM ME ... BUT YOUR WILL, NOT MINE.

Now, AFTER Jesus SUBMITTED to GOD’S WILL OVER His own PERSONAL
DESIRES, JUDAS comes with a GROUP of SOLDIERS to ARREST JESUS. He, UNDER the
COVER of DARKNESS, is TAKEN BACK across the KIDRON VALLEY and UP into
JERUSALEM to The HIGH PRIEST, CAIAPHAS’ HOUSE. We KNOW that ALL
of this had been ARRANGED in ADVANCE, because the RELIGIOUS LEADERS / ELDERS
known as The SANHEDRIN were THERE ... WAITING ... to put JESUS on TRIAL.

According to The SANHEDRIN’S RULES / POLICIES, there were THREE RULES that
HAD to be UPHELD for it to be a LEGITIMATE TRIAL. FIRST ... TRIALS were PUBLIC /
held DURING the DAY. It was NOT. It was HELD at NIGHT in the PRIVATE RESIDENCE of
The High Priest, CAIAPHAS. NOT PUBLIC.

SECOND ... JESUS would have been ALLOWED SOMEONE to PROVIDE a
LEGITIMATE DEFENSE. Someone to SPEAK on HIS BEHALF. JESUS was ALONE.

THIRD ... for a LEGITIMATE TRIAL according to THEIR LAWS, without 2-3
WITNESSES to PROVE the CASE LEGITIMATE ... there would be NO CONVICTION of
ANYTHING! There HAD to BE a SOLID CASE AGAINST. There was NOT.



This TRIAL shows up in ALL FOUR GOSPELS, but TODAY, we are working with The
BOOK of MATTHEW ... MATTHEW 26:59-64 = Inside, the leading priests and the entire
high council were trying to find witnesses who would lie about Jesus, so they could put
him to death. (This is a HUGE SET UP. Jesus has been arrested without evidence or
charge. They have him at Caiaphas’ house and now they’re SCRAMBLING to find
EVIDENCE to make it STICK.) 60But even though they found many who agreed to give
false witness, they could not use anyone’s testimony. Finally, two men came
forward 61who declared, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the Temple of God and
rebuild it in three days.’” (Jesus said that, kind of. Jesus was talking about Himself.
Sharing that He would die and come back to life in 3 days.) 62Then the high priest stood
up and said to Jesus, “Well, aren’t you going to answer these charges? What do you have
to say for yourself?”” 63But Jesus remained silent. (Jesus is being railroaded here. It is
NOT a fair / legal / legitimate trial. BUT catch this ... Jesus did NOT OBJECT. Why
not? Because He KNEW His PURPOSE. Remember The Garden of Gethsemane? Your
will be done ... not mine. It was a prayer of SUBMISSION to God’s Will. Jesus knew
His purpose. Jesus stayed SILENT even though it was UNJUST. Jesus stayed focused on
His ultimate purpose ... The Cross.) Then the high priest said to him, “I demand in the
name of the living God—tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” (Jesus stopped
being silent. He had a purpose ... The Cross.) 64Jesus replied, “You have said it. And in
the future you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of power at God’s right
hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Jesus, with THESE WORDS, REVEALED Himself as The SON of GOD. The High
Priest TORE his CLOTHES and shouted, “BLASPHEMY!” Blasphemy is ‘the act of speaking
sacrilegiously about God...” That is what The SANHEDRIN found JESUS GUILTY OF ...
Blasphemy. BECAUSE of those WORDS of JESUS, the Religious Leaders wanted Him DEAD.

PROBLEM: Jewish Leaders could NOT SENTENCE ANYONE to DEATH. They didn’t
have the POWER for THAT. The ROMANS DID. SO, the JEWISH Leaders found JESUS
GUILTY of BLASPHEMY, but had to SEND JESUS to The Roman Governor, PILOT, for a
DEATH SENTENCE.

Then ... a SERIES of CONFUSING / misguided TRIALS ... PILOT doesn’t want to
make a DECISION, so he sends JESUS to another ROMAN RULER named HEROD. HEROD
doesn’t want to make the DECISION EITHER, so he sends JESUS BACK to PILOT for His
final TRIAL ... Jesus is ULTIMATELY CONDEMNED to be CRUCIFIED on a CROSS.

Now, AMIDST ALL these TRIALS, we FIND a CHARACTER TRAIT of JESUS that
GOD wants to DEVELOP in EACH of US. It is a CHRISTLIKE TRAIT that will take us
DEEPER in our FAITH. Footsteps of Jesus Word for the Day:

HUMILITY: Depending on the Lord for everything, in every circumstance.

With HIS LIFE on the LINE, Jesus HUMBLY / QUIETLY LAID down His RIGHTS
and POWER. Jesus DEPENDS on GOD for EVERYTHING!

I want you to IMAGINE being in Jesus” SANDALS. Illegal trial ... accusers physically
ASSULTING you, SPITTING, FALSE ACCUSATIONS. HOW would YOU RESPOND?
Retaliate? Demand your RIGHTS? DEFEND yourself? SCREAM at the TOP of your LUNGS?

Now, I’'m NOT talking about ABUSE here. BUT if you SURRENDER to GOD’S WILL,
PEOPLE in your LIFE who will HURL FALSE ACCUSATIONS at YOU, LIE about YOU, and
TALK behind your BACK. In our society, JESUS would be LABELED as WEAK for



NOT STANDING UP for HIMSELF or for His RIGHTS. The Religious Leaders saw HIM as
WEAK. They SPIT on HIM / MOCKED HIM / LAUGHED at HIM. And in RESPONSE,
JESUS SHOWED the INCREDIBLE STRENGTH of HUMILITY.

Right. The INCREDIBLE STRENGTH of HUMILITY.  Our WORLD does NOT
VALUE HUMILITY / Depending on GOD. We value RETALIATION and STANDING for
RIGHTS, GETTING the LAST WORD, and GETTING OURS ... SO, we use SOCIAL MEDIA
AGAINST people who DISAGREE with US. Because MY OPINION is RIGHT, RIGHT? So,
we TEAR OTHERS DOWN / CANCEL them. That’s NOT STRENGTH. It’s FEAR / PRIDE.
We DON’T REALIZE WHO ALL we’re HURTING, including GOD and OWN SOULS.

Jesus SHOWS at the TRIAL that REAL STRENGTH COMES from HUMILITY.

How to Live a Life of Humility:

According to JESUS and HIS WORD, IF we want to GO DEEPER in FAITH and LIVE
in GOD’S WILL, HUMILITY is the KEY ... How do I go after HUMILITY / Christlikeness?
#1 = ACKNOWLEDGE that JESUS Sets the Example for My HUMILITY

JESUS is our EXAMPLE of HUMILITY. Our LORD is HUMBLE. HUMILITY is
GOD’S WILL. HUMILITY 1s CHRISTLIKENESS. Jesus MODELED HUMILITY even
in the TOUGHEST of TIMES ... under PRESSURE and WHEN His LIFE was ON the LINE ...

Here’s how PAUL DESCRIBES JESUS ... PHILIPPIANS 2:5-8 = You must have the
same attitude that Christ Jesus had. (That is a HIGH STANDARD ... that we have NO
RIGHT to LOWER. We try to let ourselves off the hook, but Jesus doesn’t. Ok. What
does this attitude look like?) 6Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God
as something to cling to. 7Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble
position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form,
S8he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

Jesus had ALL the POWER to BRING that TRIAL to an END and put EVERY
RELIGIOUS LEADER in their PLACE ONCE and FOR ALL! He had the POWER. IF I had
that POWER, I WONDER what I would have DONE ... YOU?  But JESUS DIDN’T. He
HUMBLED Himself in OBEDIENCE to GOD. JESUS is our EXAMPLE.

Let me ask: Is JESUS the EXAMPLE you are FOLLOWING in YOUR LIFE today? OR
are you quick to CLAIM your RIGHTS? Are you QUICK to PUSH OTHERS and even GOD out
of the WAY of what YOU WANT? Are you AFRAID that if YOU DON’T TAKE CONTROL,
you WON’T GET what YOU WANT / WON’T be HAPPY? Are you ENTITLED? You
say things like, “I DESERVE THIS or THAT!” You DESERVE WHATEVER and you have a
RIGHT to DO WHATEVER it TAKES to GET IT?

Paul says that is NOT the RIGHT ATTITUDE. We MUST have the SAME ATTITUDE
as CHRIST JESUS HAD. Next step to a LIFE of HUMILITY ...

#2 = ASK God IN PRAYER for Everything I Need.

Definition of HUMILITY is DEPENDING on GOD for EVERYTHING you NEED. This
is WAY EASIER to SAY than to DO. We SAY we TRUST GOD, but THEN we GO BACK to
DEPENDING on OURSELVES ... MOST of the TIME. Jesus said NOT to WORRY
and NOT to BE UPSET, but to TRUST in HIM and HIS FATHER (John 14). WE SAY
we’re CHRISTIANS (Christ-Ones), but SO FEW LIVE LIKE IT!

That’s WHY we TAKE so many “STANDS.” We need to STAND FOR THIS and
STAND AGAINST THAT because GOD NEEDS ME to HANDLE IT. We think GOD is NOT
PAYING ATTENTION, so WITHOUT CONSULTING GOD, we take a STAND. WHY?
Because we’re WORRIED and UPSET and we REFUSE to TRUST JESUS and His FATHER!




Paul REMINDS us to CONSULT GOD and then TRUST HIM ... PHILIPPIANS 4:6 =
Don’t worry about anything, instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need,
and thank him for all he has done.

Hmmm ... CLEAR CHOICE. I can RELY on MYSELF for EVERYTHING and
STRESS / WORRY / FEAR ... that ] WON’T HAVE enough MONEY, FIX my MARRIAGE,
WHAT will HAPPEN in our COUNTRY / WORLD. I can keep on FREAKING OUT ...
Because as you WORRY about EVERYTHING, that is SIMPLY PRIDE telling you that YOU
must HANDLE IT. PRIDE brings STRESS / WORRY / ANXIETY and eventually leads to
ANGER / BITTERNESS / and a NEED to TEAR OTHERS DOWN.

The alternative is HUMBLE PRAYER. PRAYER about EVERYTHING ... it takes
HUMILITY. Some people say DEPENDING on GOD is WEAKNESS. IF it’s to BE, it’s UP to
ME! (not Biblical) NOW, do we still STRIVE for GOOD THINGS and WORK HARD? Yes.
But, as you DO, you TRUST GOD, NOT YOURSELF. This is the DIFFERENCE between
CONTROL (we all want it) and CONTROL (we all NEED it).

It’s a CLEAR Choice. PRAYER is HUMBLE. Next step to a LIFE of HUMILITY -
#3 = APPROACH GOD with a HUMBLE Posture.

Just as PRAYER is HUMBLE, so is our POSTURE (Physical / Spiritual / Mental)
BEFORE The KING of KINGS and LORD of LORDS.  Have you ever seen a MOVIE where
one of the characters is a KING? HOW to people APPROACH the KING in the MOVIE? With
ARROGANCE? No. The KNEEL before the KING ... POSTURE of RESPECT.

Let’s do the SAME as we APPROACH The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ... King
David writes ... PSALM 95:6 = Come, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before
the Lord our maker, DAVID was a POWERFUL KING, yet he KNEW his PLACE. He
BOWED / KNELT before the KING of KINGS!

DL Moody = “Every great Movement of God can be traced to a kneeling figure.”
WANT GOD to DO something GREAT in YOUR LIFE? In your CAREER? Something
GREAT in your MARRIAGE? FAMILY? FUTURE? BTW — “GREAT” gets to be DEFINED
by GOD!

When was the last time you HUMBLED YOURSELF BEFORE GOD? Maybe TODAY
we KNEEL before GOD, HUMBLE ourselves and ASK for FORGIVENESS, GUIDANCE, and
BLESSING. Youdo NOT NEED to KNEEL EVERY TIME you PRAY, but there are TIMES
that our POSTURE can HELP us GET INTO the RIGHT SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE. God’s GOD
and WE’RE NOT! Next step to a LIFE of HUMILITY ...

#4 = ADMIT MY NEED FOR FORGIVENESS Through Jesus

There is NO MORE POWERFUL DISPLAY of HUMILTY than when YOU ADMIT to
GOD your NEED for FORGIVENESS. When you ADMIT to OTHERS ... See ... a PROUD
PERSON does NOT SAY “I’m SORRY.” A PROUD PERSON will NOT ADMIT when
THEY’VE BEEN WRONG. A PROUD person will EXCUSE THEMSELVES and their
BEHAVIORS as “That’s just HOW I AM.” A PROUD person will CONTINUE to ACT how
they ACT NO MATTER HOW it HURTS OTHERS ... with NO CONSIDERATION for
OTHERS and GOD. PRIDE/ ARROGANCE is the OPPOSITE / OPPOSITION of JESUS.

CHRISTLIKE / FAITH GROWTH ... HUMBLE MYSELF and CONFESS my SINS ...
1 JOHN 1:9 = But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. HUMILITY is the KEY to FORGIVENESS
and a RELATIONSHIP with JESUS.




#5 = ACT with HUMILITY in Every Circumstance

Talk about a CIRCUMSTANCE ... Jesus is ON TRIAL, and it is NOT LEGAL / JUST /
FAIR. Yet JESUS continued to ACT with HUMILITY. I LOVE how The Apostle PAUL
talks about this ... But BEFORE we READ PAUL, let’s THINK about what ATTITUDES
RULE in OUR SOCIETY ... “Be SELFISH and LOOK OUT for #1. TRY to IMPRESS
OTHERS with EVERYTHING you DO/ SAY /POST.  Be PROUD! You DESERVEIT ...
you’re CERTAINLY BETTER than ‘THOSE PEOPLE.” KEEP what YOU WANT at the TOP
of YOUR LIST. Life is SHORT. GET what YOU WANT and what YOU THINK is RIGHT ...
EVEN if it is AT the EXPENSE of OTHERS. Sound FAMILIAR?

Paul ... JESUS WAY to LIVE ... PHILIPPIANS 2:3-4 = Don''t be selfish; don’t try to
impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. 4Don’t look out
only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. 1 want you to THINK about
WHAT our WORLD would LOOK LIKE if we ALL THOUGHT and LIVED THIS WAY?

HUMILITY is SO DIFFICULT for US because we’re TOLD that is HAS NO VALUE
... and we have SO FEW EXAMPLES. Maybe this will HELP: C.S. LEWIS said,
“HUMILITY is NOT thinking LESS of YOURSELF, it’s THINKING of YOURSELF LESS.”
Like, THINKING of OTHERS BEFORE you THINK of YOU. Do you DO THAT? Do you put
OTHER’S NEEDS above your OWN? Do you GENUINELY take INTEREST in OTHERS?

Can we STOP LOOKING at people in COMPETITION and start LOOKING at them like
JESUS DOES ... with COMPASSION? When we LIVE in HUMILITY, then GOD can WORK
in our LIVES and BRING HIS POWER ... 1 PETER 5:5b = And all of you, dress yourselves
in humility as you relate to one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to
the humble.” When you DRESS in PRIDE, God OPPOSES YOU. God
has NOTHING to DO with a PROUD PERSON. When you ACT out of SELFISHNESS or
PRIDE, understand that you are STANDING in DIRECT OPPOSITION to GOD. You are
SERVING SATAN and HIS WAYS. You will eventually be BROUGHT DOWN.

When we DRESS in HUMILITY, GOD GIVES you HIS GRACE. You are NOT
OPPOSING GOD; GOD is ON your SIDE and GIVING you the POWER / LOVE you NEED in
your LIFE.  TODAY, let’s HUMBLE ourselves and QUIT CALLING our OWN SHOTS.
Let’s QUIT being our OWN GOD and HUMBLE OURSELVES before the KING of KINGS
and LORD of LORDS.

Let’s PRAY!

Next Steps: I will memorize I Peter 5:5
I will Read Matthew 26 and Philippians 2 and 4
I will pray and invite ___ people to Easter @ Back Roads on Sunday, Apil 20



Hosting (Closing)

HEY, it has been a GREAT DAY here at BACK ROADS ... Glad you've been with us!

In a moment, we are going to RECEIVE the OFFERING so please take this time to

finish COMPLETING any information.

e Or NEXT STEPS on your CONNECTION CARD (FULLY FILLED OoUT!!)

e AND when our ushers come around to RECEIVE our OFFERING

e You can drop that card in the offering basket.

IF you are a First-Time Guest with us today

e We are so glad you joined us ... And we have a GIFT for you.

It's this book “UNSHAKABLE” and it's at the BACK TABLE / By the DOORS...

e all you need to do is HIT “SEND” your COMPLETED Connection Card

+++++++H+

As our ushers GET READY to come forward

e | justwant to remind you ... STEWARDSHIP is DISCIPLESHIP ... we RECEIVE an
OFFERING EVERY Sunday BECAUSE it's BIBLICAL ... AND it HELPS us GROW
in our FAITH!

e STEWARDSHIP VERSE ... PSALM 95:6 = Come, let us worship and bow down.
Let us kneel before the Lord our maker,

e FIRST of our EARNINGS go back to the ONE who Blessed us in the first place!
That's why WE/I do Automated Giving! | get paid ... the TITHE comes OUT FIRST!

e God’s plan for BUILDING His Church was through TITHING and GIVING of the
FOLLOWERS ... Share the GOOD NEWS! To REFRESH OTHERS!

e As Developing Followers of Jesus Christ, WE need to KNOW what the BIBLE says
about GIVING ... NOT just what we THINK it should say.

e MONEY is a HEART ISSUE. And GOD wants what is BEST for your HEART!
Listen, if GOD LOVES US so much that HE is willing to GIVE UP His OWN SON
FOR US, WHY would GOD LEAD us ASTRAY in FINANCES?! USHERS ...

o Next Week: NEXT WEEK ... FOOTSTEPS of JESUS as we RAMP UP to
EASTER! LESSONS from JESUS FOOTSTEPS to THE CROSS.

“Truth without Grace is Fundamentalism (Brutality). Grace without Truth is Sentimentalism (Hypocrisy).”
Special thanks to Andy Stanley, Warren Wiersbe, Nelson Searcy, and R.A. Pegram for outlines and ideas for this worship series.



