Sermon for June 22, 2025 Back Roads Church

Series: “SUMMER SCHOOL: The Parables of Jesus”
For Message: Matthew 25:14-30; Proverbs 3:9
Message Title: “LESSONS About MONEY and POSSESSIONS”

Introduction: Good morning, BACK ROADS CHURCH! Glad you are with us today as we
continue our SUMMER SERIES ... “SUMMER SCHOOL: Lessons from the PARABLES of
JESUS” ... The IDEA is WE CONTINUE to LEARN TRUTH from the PARABLES of JESUS!

TODAY, I want to look at ONE of Jesus’ most CHALLENGING PARABLES and a
TOPIC Jesus talked about a LOT — MONEY and POSSESSIONS.

Now, MY Understanding is when it comes to FINANCIAL STRATEGIES and/or the
MARKET, you can NOT HAVE a SHORT-TERM VIEW ... You NEED a LONG-TERM
VIEW ... the MARKET will RECOVER over TIME ... 20 YEAR AVERAGES, etc.

THAT is WISE ADVICE according to HISTORICAL RECORD. BUT, as I CONTINUE
to FOLLOW Jesus, I’ve REALIZED there is an even MORE PROFOUND and LONG-TERM
WAY to INVEST ... where I INVEST BEYOND my RETIREMENT...

Remember ... DEFINITION: An EARTHLY Story with a HEAVENLY Meaning.
And JESUS used PARABLES to OPEN WINDOWS to SEE PAST the WAY the WORLD
LIVES and DISCOVER a HIGHER LEVEL of LIVING ... OFTEN in STARK CONTRAST to
the way MOST of the WORLD LIVES. A TRUE CONTRAST ... LOOK at how HE SAYS
to HANDLE MONEY and POSSESSIONS.

Today, we look at JESUS telling an EARTHLY STORY with HEAVENLY MEANING
called, “The PARABLE of the TALENTS” ... from Matthew 25 ... I'll READ, you FOLLOW
along, and I’ll point out some MAIN ACTORS in JESUS’ STORY ... MATTHEW 25:14-30 =
“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long
trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he was
gone. 15He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of
silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He then left on his trip.
(PAUSE) We are already INTRODUCED to the MAIN ACTORS in our Parable. %=
“OWNER?” ... then UNDERLINE where it says, “HIS MONEY”. The OWNERS! Do NOT
FORGET that ... The OWNER = GOD. We KNOW He’s WEALTHY! Before he
leaves, he entrusts 3 SERVANTS with BAGS of SILVER. “BAGS OF SILVER” ...
TRANSLATED as “TALENTS.” In Jesus’ day, EACH BAG was EQUAL to about $200,000 in
TODAY’S MONEY. Then we have the SERVANTS: “FIRST SERVANT” =5
Bags of Silver ($1 Million). “SECOND SERVANT?” = 2 Bags of Silver ($400,000). “THIRD
SERVANT” = 1 Bag of Silver ($200,000).

Listen, the Servants are NOT GIVEN the SAME AMOUNT. They’re ENTRUSTED with
aLOT, BUT their CIRCUMSTANCES are NOT the SAME. That’s TRUE in LIFE and HOW
GOD BLESSES US! Some of you have been BLESSED with a LOT FINANCIALLY. Others
here have been BLESSED, but with NOT as MUCH. BUT the POINT IS: we’ve ALL
BEEN BLESSED BY GOD, and REGARDLESS of HOW MUCH we’ve been GIVEN, we
should be GRATEFUL. Our STRUGGLE is we like to PLAY one of SATAN’S
FAVORITE GAMES ... The COMPARISON GAME. NOPE! Just be GRATEFUL for God’s
BLESSINGS. Back to the story ... 16 “The servant who received the five bags of silver
began to invest the money and earned five more. 17The servant with two bags of silver



also went to work and earned two more. (They BOTH DOUBLED the AMOUNT they’d
been GIVEN!) 18But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the
ground and hid the master’s money. 19 “After a long time their master returned from his
trip and called them to give an account of how they had used his money. (PAUSE) Hear
what Jesus SAYS HERE: EVERYTHING you HAVE BELONGS to HIM, but he ENTRUSTS
YOU with SOME of it. AND — don’t miss this — The DAY will come when YOU MUST GIVE
an ACCOUNT of HOW you’ve MANAGED what GOD LOANED YOU. Let’s

continue... 20The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came forward
with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have
earned five more.’ 21 “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful
servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you
many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ 22 “The servant who had received
the two bags of silver came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver to
invest, and I have earned two more.’ 23 “The master said, ‘Well done, my good and
Jaithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give
you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ The OWNER was PLEASED
with the TWO Servants who MULTIPLIED HIS MONEY. But, what about the THIRD
SERVANT? 24 “Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, I
knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you
didn’t cultivate. 251 was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look,
here is your money back.’ The THIRD Servant took what the MASTER ENTRUSTED him
with and DID NOTHING WITH IT! He BURIED it. The OWNER could have DONE THAT!
26 “But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I harvested crops I
didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, 27why didn’t you deposit my money in
the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.” 28 “Then he ordered, ‘Take
the money from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of silver. (PAUSE)
The OWNER / MASTER is SO HACKED OFF about the THIRD SERVANT NOT
PRODUCING ANYTHING of VALUE that he TOOK AWAY the AMOUNT he’d been
GIVEN. Then, Jesus FINISHES the PARABLE with an IMPORTANT APPLICATION ...
29To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have
an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken
away. 30Now throw this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’

There is a LOT in this PARABLE. We’ve talked about The ACTORS ... The OWNER,
the SERVANTS, and the BAGS of SILVER, BUT HERE is the MAIN ACTION JESUS is
GETTING AT in this PARABLE of the TALENTS ... The ACTION: BIBLICALLY
Managing What GOD Has GIVEN ME! THINK about those WORDS as you WRITE them

DOWN... This is a MAJOR MINDSET SHIFT. BIBLICALLY MANAGING what GOD has
GIVEN ME...

MOST do NOT THINK about MANAGING their MONEY God’s WAY ... putting OUR
MONEY under GOD’S CONTROL. BUT, in JESUS Parable of the Talents, this is at the
HEART of the STORY ... AND it OPENS a WINDOW to SEE a NEW WAY of LIVING.
There are TWO WAYS to MANAGE MONEY ... KINGDOM of GOD WAY - this is the way
JESUS says to MANAGE MONEY — Very DIFFERENT for MANY.




The OTHER WAY is KINGDOM of the WORLD WAY. The WAY you SEE people
DOING AROUND you ... GETTING /BUYING / STRESSING and it OFTEN leads to DEBT,
MATERIALISM, FEAR and DEFEAT.

43% of Americans carry CREDIT CARD DEBT MONTH-to-MONTH. Average
STUDENT LOAN takes 20 YEARS to pay off averaging $400/ MONTH. 40% of Americans do
NOT have enough money in SAVINGS to COVER a $500 EMERGENCY ... This is the
WORLD’S WAY of MANAGING MONEY.

GOD wants us to SEE a BETTER WAY of LIVING around MANAGING MONEY and
POSSESSIONS. He wants to LEAD us toward FINANCIAL PEACE instead of FINANCIAL
STRESS. He LOVES us and INVITES us to be OBEDIENT to HIS WAYS. GOD’S WAY leads
to MONEY being a BLESSING instead of a BURDEN.

PAUL in Romans 12:2 REMINDS US GOD wants to TRANSFORM US by
CHANGING the WAY we THINK. Changing HOW we THINK is HARD!

NEVERTHELESS, Through the PARABLE of the TALENTS, JESUS wants us to
SHIFT the way we THINK about MONEY. It is a MINDSET SHIFT. In your NOTES...
FOUR SHIFTS TO HONOR GOD WITH MY MONEY & POSSESSIONS:

SHIFT #1 = From OWNER to STEWARD

Write that down... The FIRST MINDSET SHIFT (this is HARD) is to remember our
PART is as the SERVANTS, NOT the OWNER. In our PARABLE — The SERVANTS were to
MANAGE or STEWARD the MONEY that BELONGED to the OWNER. It was NOT their
MONEY! Don’t miss this ... in GOD’S EYES, you’re a STEWARD, NOT an OWNER!

MATTHEW 25:14 = “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story
of a man going on a long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to
them while he was gone. ' WHOSE MONEY? “HIS MONEY”! You are NOT OWNER,
yowre a STEWARD / MANAGER of the MONEY or WEALTH God has ENTRUSTED to
YOU! It belongs to GOD ... NOT ME ... BELONGS to GOD ... NOT ME ... GOD’S MONEY
in MY POCKET! And, you say, “WAIT a MINUTE! I WORKED HARD for THIS! This
is MY MONEY! I EARNED IT! WHAT did GOD DO to EARN THIS?” Well, WHERE did
you get your BREATH and HEALTH to WORK for it? Where did your ENERGY and
INTELLIGENCE come from to EARN IT? From GOD! The BIBLE says EVERYTHING you
HAVE in this WORLD is ON LOAN to YOU from GOD. THINK about IT. You did
NOT BRING YOURSELF into this WORLD, NOR did you BRING ANYTHING WITH YOU.
AND you will NOT take ANY of it WITH YOU when you GO. It ALL, BELONGS to GOD.

Why is this FIRST SHIFT so IMPORTANT? BECAUSE, WHEN you REALIZE GOD
OWNS it ALL, it will CHANGE your RELATIONSHIP with MONEY COMPETELY! You
WORRY LESS about WHERE it comes FROM and always TRYING to GET MORE. You start
TRUSTING GOD for what you NEED. It TAKES PRESSURE OFF. It REMOVES WORRY.

When you allow GOD to CHANGE the way you THINK about MONEY and make the
SHIFT from OWNER to STEWARD, it also CHANGES HOW you HANDLE money. Because,
IF your MONEY BELONGS to God and you’re just MANAGING it for HIM for a BRIEF
TIME — then, you will INVEST it like GOD WANTS. Listen ... PROVERBS 3:9 = Honor
the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce.

IF you are a STEWARD, you HONOR GOD with HOW you handle MONEY. You will
NOT live BEYOND your MEANS and be DRIVEN by MATERIALISM into DEBT. You

WILL TAKE TITHING SERIOUSLY! It already belongs to GOD, and you want to HONOR
Him with it.




Our PROBLEM? We often FORGET WHO WE ARE in the PARABLE. We want to be
GOD / The OWNER. We want to call it “MINE” and DO what WE WANT! BUT God is the
OWNER, and we are the STEWARDS / MANAGERS of what HE has GIVEN US.

Are you CONSTANTLY STRESSED out by MONEY? Do you EVER FEEL like you
are OUT-OF-CONTROL FINANCIALLY? Constant financial STRESS might be a SIGN you
are THINKING like an OWNER. Make this MINDSET SHIFT to STEWARD. Let God be the
OWNER. First, shift from OWNER to STEWARD. #2...

SHIFT #2 = From ACCUMULATION to IMPACT

Write that down. GOD EXPECTS me to USE what I HAVE. NOT to HOARD or
STOCKPILE or BURY IT! The POINT of LIFE is NOT to ACCUMULATE ALL I CAN. The
ONE who DIES with the MOST TOYS still DIES ... NO U-Haul!

The POINT of LIFE is to USE what GOD BLESSES us WITH to make as BIG of an
IMPACT for GOD as we CAN ... WHILE we CAN! MATTHEW 25:16-18 =
“The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the money and earned
Jive more. 17The servant with two bags of silver also went to work and earned two
more. 18But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and
hid the master’s money. In LIFE some people are given 1 BAG, 2 BAGS or 5
BAGS. You don’t always get to CHOOSE HOW MUCH you GET ... BUT you DO get to
CHOOSE what you DO with IT! And, when the SERVANT with 1 Bag didn’t do ANYTHING
USEFUL with the MONEY ENTRUSTED to him ... The OWNER said, “You WICKED and
LAZY Servant!” JESUS used those HARSH WORDS ... this is SERIOUS SIN!

God says, “Stan, I've given you everything you have. Don’t WASTE MY
RESOURCES. Make an IMPACT for ME with WHAT I’'ve GIVEN YOU!”  God did NOT
put me on earth just to TAKE up SPACE and USE up OXYGEN. God put me here to use my
TIME, ENERGY, MONEY, and INTELLIGENCE for HIM! THINK: How are you
INVESTING the MONEY God ENTRUSTED you with? Are you INVESTING in ETERNAL
THINGS? Others? Family? God’s CHURCH?

Sarah and I put MONEY into our RETIREMENT funds. That’s IMPORTANT. We have
an EMERGENCY FUND in case ... IMPORTANT. BUT we’ve also MADE these SHIFTS we
are talking about today to HONOR GOD with our MONEY. We want to have an IMPACT!

That’s WHY we AUTOMATED our GIVING! I’'m a SINNER like YOU, but there is
ONE AREA of our LIVES we have NOT been SINNING for a LONG TIME. The TITHE! We
AUTOMATED our TITHE because we want to be OBEDIENT to GOD. We want to have
IMPACT for God’s KINGDOM. We want to be PART of what GOD is DOING!

That’s what you do WHEN you GIVE FAITHFULLY to your CHURCH. You INVEST
in REACHING people for JESUS. Reaching the NEXT GENERATION, those in NEED ... you
INVEST in ETERNAL things. You SHIFT from ACCUMULATION to IMPACT! #3...

SHIFT #3 = From FEAR to FAITH

Write that down. In the PARABLE of the TALENTS, WHY did the Third Servant NOT
INVEST the MONEY he had been GIVEN? WHY did he BURY it? Because he was
MOTIVATED, like MANY of US, by FEAR! Listen ... MATTHEW 25:25 = I was afraid
I'would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is your money back.’

Would you UNDERLINE the word “AFRAID”? He BURIED instead of INVESTING
because he was AFRAID! WHY do we tend to ACCUMULATE rather than INVEST in the
THINGS of GOD? Are we AFRAID? I believe FEAR is the greatest BARRIER to GIVING!
















