Sermon for July 13, 2025 Back Roads Church

Series: “SUMMER SCHOOL: Lessons from The Parables of Jesus”
For Message: Luke 11:9-10, 18:9-14; 1 Thess. 5:17; Matt 6:6-7; Phil 4:6; Heb 4:16; John 15:7
Message Title: “Lessons about WISE LIVING”

Introduction: Good morning, BACK ROADS! Glad you are with us today as we CONTINUE
our SUMMER SERIES ... “SUMMER SCHOOL: Lessons from the PARABLES of JESUS”
... The IDEA is WE can CONTINUE to LEARN TRUTH from the PARABLES of JESUS!

One of Jesus’ FAVORITE TOPICS for His PARABLES is WISDOM. God wants us
to have WISDOM! Let’s see if WE are on the SAME PAGE as GOD ... By a SHOW
of HANDS, HOW MANY of YOU would LIKE to be KNOWN as WISE? OK. Now,
by a SHOW of HANDS, HOW MANY of YOU would LIKE to be KNOWN as FOOLISH?

GOOD! We ALL want to be WISE. NONE of us wants to be KNOWN as a FOOL.
BUT, IF that is TRUE, WHY do we MAKE so many FOOLISH DECISIONS?  We make
FOOLISH decisions about FOOD / MONEY / RELATIONSHIPS / CAREERS ... FOOLISH
DECISIONS OFTEN come when we let our EMOTIONS get the BEST of US.

This is WHY JESUS TAUGHT PARABLES about WISDOM. TODAY’S Parable is
“The PARABLE of the WISE and FOOLISH BUILDER.” It was so IMPORTANT to
MATTHEW, he made it the CONCLUSION of The SERMON on the MOUNT (Matt. 5-7 CC)
... Jesus has just TAUGHT HOW to IDENTIFY WHO a PERSON REALLY IS and HOW to be
a TRUE DISCIPLE. THEN, He says this ... MATTHEW 7:24-27 = “Anyone who
listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid
rock. 25Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat
against that house, it won't collapse because it is built on bedrock. 26But anyone who
hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on
sand. 27When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will
collapse with a mighty crash.”

In this STORY, Jesus DRAWS a SHARP CONTRAST between WISDOM and
FOOLISHNESS. Let’s talk about ... The ACTORS: The WISE BUILDER is the one who
LISTENED to JESUS” TEACHING and FOLLOWED IT. The FOOLISH BUILDER
LISTENED to JESUS’ TEACHING and CHOSE NOT to FOLLOW IT.

This is INTERESTING BECAUSE these two BUILDERS have a LOT in COMMON.
They both HEARD JESUS’ TEACHING / HEARD the SAME MESSAGE, and they are BOTH
BUILDING a HOUSE. That is the 3™ ACTOR ... The HOUSE. And in this PARABLE the
HOUSE REPRESENTS a LIFE.

THAT’S what we ALL DO ... BUILD a LIFE. We have that IN COMMON with the

BUILDERS in the PARABLE. BUT here is where the WISE and FOOLISH

BUILDERS are DIFFERENT ... they BOTH HEARD JESUS’ TEACHING. They are BOTH

BUILDING a HOUSE / LIFE. BUT they CHOOSE DIFFERENT FOUNDATIONS!
WISE = ROCK FOOLISH = SAND

Now, that might NOT sound like a BIG DEAL. ONE wanted a MOUNTAIN HOME.
One wanted a BEACH HOUSE. BOTH could have BEAUTIFUL VIEWS and a BEAUTIFUL
LAYOUT for the ROOMS ... OPEN CONCEPT with BIG WINDOWS, BRIGHT DECOR,
some SHIPLAP, CROWN MOLDING, and ANTIQUE CHANDALIERS ... too much DIY?



Anyway, you can DRESS it UP the OUTSIDE, but OVER TIME what MATTERS is the
FOUNDATION. Do you KNOW WHY? Because the FINAL ACTOR is The STORM. And we
KNOW in LIFE ... STORMS HIT. FINANCIAL Storms. RELATIONSHIP Storms. HEALTH
Storms. CAREER Storms. It is LIFE. STORMS are INEVITABLE.

UNDERSTAND ... WISE LIVING is NOT about HOW to AVOID STORMS — It’s
about HOW to STAND STRONG when STORMS HIT your LIFE. BECAUSE it’s the
STORMS of LIFE that REVEAL who you ARE. STORMS REVEAL your FOUNDATION. The
WISE BUILDER RECOGNIZED that what you BUILD your HOUSE ON is MORE
IMPORTANT than the COLOR of the PAINT.

TWO BUILDERS who made VERY DIFFERENT CHOICES AFTER HEARING Jesus’
TEACHING. And that is what THE ACTION of this PARABLE is about. It’s a CHOICE.
CHOOSE The BLESSING of LIVING by GOD’S WISDOM.

That is the CHOICE BEFORE ME and YOU, TODAY. We’re ALL BUILDERS ... we
are ALL BUILDING a LIFE. That’s NOT the QUESTION. The QUESTION IS: What are you
BUILDING your LIFE ON? AGAIN, it’s OUR CHOICE, but JESUS tells us the
RESULTS of our CHOICE: God’s BLESSING or CONSTANTLY STRUGGLING? STAND
STRONG in the STORMS of LIFE or COLLAPSE?

STORMS are COMING: HEALTH / CAREER / MARRIAGE / DEATH / FINANCES /
FAITH LIFE... When the STORMS of LIFE COME (and they WILL) we FIND OUT that what
MATTERS MOST is our FOUNDATION. What did I BUILD my LIFE ON?

Let’s go AFTER THAT TODAY ... let’s start with our WORKING DEFINITION ...
Definition of WISDOM: Seeing and responding to life from GOD’S PERSPECTIVE.

We are NOT talking about FACTS of KNOWLEDGE. We are TALKING about
GODLY WISDOM. GODLY WISDOM is LEARNING to SEE and RESPOND to LIFE from
God’s PERSPECTIVE. It’s SEEING LIFE the WAY GOD SEES IT. God sees our LIVES and
the WORKINGS of our WORLD from the SATELLITE VIEW ... sees the WHOLE THING.
We see our WORLD from the STREET VIEW ... we only SEE what is IMMEDIATELY in

FRONT of US... WE, in this life, NEED a GODLY PERSPECTIVE! We need GODLY
WISDOM. OK ... How do I BUILD a GODLY FOUNDATION?
HOW DO 1 LIVE WISELY?

#1 = RECOGNIZE God as the Architect of WISDOM

GOD is the SOURCE of WISDOM. TRUE WISDOM comes ONLY from GOD.

WISDOM is DIFFERENT than KNOWLEDGE. KNOWLEDGE comes from
EDUCATION and GOOGLE (Sometimes). WISDOM comes from GOD! For KNOWLEDGE
you LOOK AROUND you. For WISDOM you LOOK UP!

People can GAIN KNOWLEDGE on their OWN, BUT WISDOM is BEYOND US ... IT
comes from ONLY GOD! PROVERBS 2:6 = For the Lord grants wisdom! From his mouth
come knowledge and understanding.

Did you CATCH that? It does NOT SAY, “God WITHOLDS WISDOM.” 1t says, “the
LORD GRANTS WISDOM.” THAT MEANS GOD WANTS to GIVE you the WISDOM you
NEED to LIVE the BEST LIFE! NEED WISDOM? Turn to GOD! He is the SOURCE of
WISDOM and He DESIRES to SHOW you the BEST PATH for your LIFE (Satellite)!

South Carolina =I don’t KNOW South Carolina. Google MAPS! Took me TURN by
TURN EXACTLY where | NEEDED to GO...

God’s WISDOM can be USED in a SIMILAR WAY. It is meant to GUIDE US along
what GOD SAYS is YOUR LIFE’S BEST PATH ... shows us WHERE we SHOULD GO




TURN by TURN! GOD’S WISDOM can even get us BACK on TRACK when we’ve MADE a
WRONG TURN in LIFE (Anyone?). It is GOD’S WISDOM that ALLOWS YOU to make
GOOD DECISIONS.

Here’s what PROVERBS 9 says about WISDOM ... PROVERBS 9:10 = Fear of
the Lord is the foundation of wisdom. Knowledge of the Holy One results in good
judgment. FEAR = RESPECT. We RESPECT the AUTHORITY of JESUS as
LORD. It’s NOT about being AFRAID ... FEAR is about RECOGNIZING GOD is WORTHY
of our TOTAL RESPECT — WORTHY of being our LORD / MASTER / DIRECTOR in this
LIFE. God is GOD and he is the ARCHITECT of WISDOM. It’s ALL HIM!

I can be FOOLISH and IGNORE GOD as the ARCHITECT of WISDOM, or I can be
WISE and RECOGNIZE GOD is the ARCHITECT of WISDOM.

Now, HOW can I GAIN that WISDOM? HOW does GOD DELIVER WISDOM to US?
#2 = READ God’s Word DAILY

As JESUS tells the PARABLE of TWO BUILDERS, he says the FOUNDATION for
your LIFE comes FROM HEARING and then DOING GOD’S WORD. WISDOM comes from
GOD’S WORD.

You do NOT get WISDOM from TV / INTERNET / SOCIAL MEDIA. You will NOT
find WISDOM there! REMEMBER: GOD is the ARCHITECT of WISDOM and God
DELIVERS SAID WISDOM through His WORD — The BIBLE!

Therefore, IF you DESIRE to BECOME WISE, the FIRST THING you MUST DO is to
READ God’s Word DAILY. In the OLD Testament Book of JOB, we find the STORY
of JOB, a MAN who is GOING through some TOUGH TIMES (Understatement). JOB lost
EVERYTHING ... WIFE / FAMILY / HOME / MONEY / HEALTH ... he is in the BIGGEST
STORM of his LIFE, BUT ... LOOK at what JOB says ... JOB 23:11-12 :HFor I have stayed
on God’s paths, I have followed his ways and not turned aside. 121 have not departed
from his commands, but have treasured his words more than daily food.

Let me ASK: Are you going THROUGH a TOUGH time and in NEED of God’s
WISDOM? Are you LIKE JOB? Do you TREASURE God’s WORD MORE than DAILY
FOOD? BECAUSE — Here is the TRUTH — EVERY DAY you have a CHOICE what you
FEED your MIND. You can FEED your MIND TRUTH or FEED your MIND TRASH.

THREE THINGS you can FEED your MIND with: POISON / JUNK FOOD / HEALTH
FOOD. POISON is stuff that DESTROYS your SYSTEM: Feed your MIND on
VIOLENCE / PORNOGRAPHY / EVIL ... things that LEAD us to TRUST EVIL.

WISE people PROTECT their MINDS from POISON.

You can FILL your MIND with JUNK FOOD. Not REALLY either GOOD or BAD,
just has NO NUTRITIONAL VALUE. Much of what you WATCH on TV is not EVIL, it’s just
JUNK FOOQOD. One PROBLEM: when you STUFF yourself with JUNK FOOD, you no
longer HUNGER for the TRUTH! Facebook? BINGE watch NETFLIX? No nutritional VALUE.

OR you can FILL your MIND with HEALTH FOOD. The TRUTH! The WISE
PERSON feeds on the TRUTH of GOD’S WORD! IF you want to LIVE WISELY ... in your
RELATIONSHIPS / FINANCES / CAREER / PARENTING / MARRIAGE / Every area of your
life ... The FIRST PLACE you GO is GOD’S WORD / BIBLE!

The MORE TIME you spend EACH DAY in the BIBLE, the WISER you BECOME ...
PSALM 119:105 = Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.

We NEED a LIGHT for our PATH! Ok, HOW? How do I DEVELOP a
DAILY Bible READING to GROW in WISDOM? All you NEED is 3 THINGS: Jot these down



... ATIME = You can read the Bible ANY TIME, but if you want to DEVELOP a DAILY

HABIT, you set a SPECIFIC TIME to READ and GROW. A PLACE = You can READ
the BIBLE ANYWHERE, but for a DAILY HABIT, it is HELPFUL to SET a CERTAIN
PLACE to READ ... Basement Chair. I read elsewhere as well! A PLAN = We are

ALL more CONSISTENT and LIKELY to keep a HABIT IF we have a PLAN. Let’s start with
this ... MANY OUT THERE ... We are TALKING about WISDOM TODAY. The Book of
PROVERBS is a BOOK of WISDOM. 31 CHAPTERS ... ONE for EACH DAY of the
MONTH. READ the BOOK of PROVERBS DAILY for the REST of 2025 ... couple extra
days! It will take you 5 minutes a day, but you will be a WISER PERSON by 2026!

Now we KNOW the PATH ... BUT will we TAKE IT?

#3 = RESPOND to God’s Word OBEDIENTLY

READING God’s Word is GOOD, but if you do NOT OBEY IT, it DOES NO GOOD.
Remember BOTH BUILDERS in Jesus’ PARABLE HEARD Jesus MESSAGE, but ONLY
ONE was OBEDIENT and built a STRONG LIFE FOUNDATION.

JAMES = To HEAR and NOT OBEY is FOOLISH ... JAMES 1:22 = But don 't just
listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling
yourselves. Have you ever had someone give you WISE ADVICE, but you did NOT
LISTEN to it? This week was THANKSGIVING. When I was YOUNGER, every
THANKSGIVING we had a family member bring CHEESECAKE. I LOVE CHEESECAKE.
And EVEN THOUGH my wife SARAH would TELL ME it might NOT be BEST for me to
EAT so much CHEESECAKE, I did ANYWAY ... I was SO STUFFED and MISERABLE
EVERY Thanksgiving EVENING ... I should have LISTENED TO WISE ADVICE.

We do the SAME THING when it comes to the WISDOM of God’s WORD ... AND it
AFFECTS our LIVES! When we are NOT OBEDIENT to God’s WORD and DO what WE
WANT to DO, we BUILD our LIVES on SAND.

The BIBLE says NOT to SPEND MORE than we MAKE. We say, “Isn’t that what
CREDIT CARDS are FOR?” And we end up in DEEPER DEBT.

The BIBLE says NOT to DATE someone who does NOT LOVE JESUS. But YOU say,
“I'm so in LOVE. This will be GREAT!” Then your HEART is BROKEN and there is a MESSY
BREAKUP, and you CARRY that BAGGAGE around the REST of your LIFE ... or WORSE ...
you allow THAT PERSON to PULL you away from GOD.

In JESUS’ PARABLE, the WISE Builder NOT ONLY LISTENED to God’s WORD he
OBEYED IT! And his LIFE was BLESSED. He was UNSHAKABLE in the STORMS of LIFE.

Listen, it is WISE to LEARN from your OWN MISTAKES and NOT REPEAT them. It
is WISER STILL to LEARN from OTHER’S MISTAKES and AVOID them. BUT ... It is
WISEST to LEARN from the ARCHITECT of WISDOM (The BIBLE) so you can NOT ONLY
AVOID UNNECESSARY PAIN but LIVE the BEST LIFE POSSIBLE!

There is GREAT BLESSING in LIVING WISELY / BIBLICALLY, but HEADS UP!
Even as you COMMIT to WISE LIVING, do NOT be SURPRISED by THIS ...

#4 = REALIZE the World Will Not Understand Why I Am Following GOD’S WISDOM

In the PARABLE of the WISE and FOOLISH BUILDER, Jesus TEACHES us that we
have a CHOICE on WHAT FOUNDATION we will BUILD our LIVES. We can CHOOSE to
be OBEDIENT to God’s WORD or NOT. (Mountain home vs. Beach house).

But, WHEN you CHOOSE to LIVE God’s WAY and BUILD your LIFE on GOD’s
WISDOM, the WORLD will NOT UNDERSTAND ... they will NOT LIKE IT! They CAN’T
UNDERSTAND the THINGS of GOD. WE PUSH BACK at what we DON’T UNDERSTAND!




People ARGUE AGAINST Biblical HOLINESS ALL the TIME, but they are SELDOM
WILLING to TRY IT! PEOPLE want to be their OWN GOD. When they
see someone BOWING to a DIFFERENT GOD, they HATE IT. MISERY LOVES COMPANY
and if you are NOT going to be THEIR COMPANY ... they will HATE YOU!

But PLEASE do NOT get DISCOURAGED. Let’s go BACK to PAUL writing to the
ROMAN MOVEMENT of CHRISTIANITY ... ROMANS 12:2 = Don 't copy the behavior
and customs of this world (SAND Foundation), but let God transform you into a new
person by changing the way you think (ROCK Foundation). Then you will learn to know
God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. ~Don’t MISS the BENEFIT
... You will “learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”

No, the WORLD will NOT UNDERSTAND. BUT when you BUILD your LIFE on
God’s WORD, you will DISCOVER GOD’S WILL for your LIVE, experience GOD’S
POWER, RECEIVE God’s BLESSING and DISCOVER God’s WISDOM!

You get to CHOOSE ...

ACTION STEP: Choose GOD’S WISDOM Over the WORLD’S FOOLISHNESS

BOW to the FOOLISHNESS of NOT being OBEDIENT to God’s Word or BUILDING
on the ROCK FOUNDATION God OFFERS. Take ACTION... CHOOSE a CHOICE!

Remember? We ALL want to BE WISE and NOT be RECOGNIZED as FOOLISH.
Well, it is YOUR CHOICE! Will you CHOOSE GOD’S WAY or the WORLD’S (your own)
WAY? Here is JESUS’ COMMENTARY onit... MATTHEW 7:24 = “Anyone who listens
to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock.

WHERE do you need WISDOM in your LIFE right now? Any BIG DECISIONS coming
up? Wisdom in your FINANCES / RELATIONSHIPS / CAREER?

When you NEED WISDOM, go to the ARCHITECT of WISDOM ... HE WANTS to
GIVE you WHAT you NEED ... JAMES 1:5 = If you need wisdom, ask our generous God,
and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking. Let’s Pray!

Next Steps: Memorize Matthew 7:24
Read one chapter of Proverbs per day and finish before the end of Summer.
1 will ask God for Wisdom in this area of my life:
Invite Someone to Back Roads Church this Summer!




Hosting (Closing)

HEY, it has been a GREAT DAY here at BMZ... Glad you've been here with us!

e Or NEXT STEPS on your CONNECTION CARD (FULLY FILLED OUT!!)

e You can drop that card in the offering basket.

IF you are a First-Time Guest with us today

e We are so glad you joined us ... And we have a GIFT for you.

It's this book “UNSHAKABLE” and it's at the BACK TABLE / By the DOORS...

e all you need to do is HIT “SEND” your COMPLETED Connection Card

++++++++++++++H+H

e | just want to remind you that ... STEWARDSHIP is DISCIPLESHIP ... we RECEIVE
an OFFERING EVERY Sunday BECAUSE it's BIBLICAL ... AND it HELPS us
GROW in our FAITH!

e STEWARDSHIP VERSE ... MATTHEW 7:24 = “Anyone who listens to my
teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock.

e FIRST of our EARNINGS go back to the ONE who Blessed us in the first place!
That’'s why WE/I do Automated Giving! | get paid ... the TITHE comes OUT FIRST!

e God’s plan for BUILDING His Church was through TITHING and GIVING of the
FOLLOWERS ... Share the GOOD NEWS! To REFRESH OTHERS!

e As Developing Followers of Jesus Christ, WE need to KNOW what the BIBLE says
about GIVING ... NOT just what we THINK it should say.

e MONEY is a HEART ISSUE. And GOD wants what is BEST for your HEART!
Listen, if GOD LOVES US so much that HE is willing to GIVE UP His OWN SON
FOR US, WHY would GOD LEAD us ASTRAY in FINANCES?!

e Next Week: The GREATEST STORIES EVER TOLD ... ETERNAL LIVING!

“Truth without Grace is Fundamentalism (Brutality). Grace without Truth is Sentimentalism (Hypocrisy).”
Special thanks to Andy Stanley, Nelson Searcy, and R.A. Pegram for outlines and ideas for this worship series.



